ADOPTED – AUGUST 24, 2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 12
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING MICHIGAN SENATE BILLS 242 AND 245 THAT EXTEND 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER TERMS TO FOUR YEARS

RESOLUTION #21 – 396 

WHEREAS, Michigan Public Act 261 of 1966 specifies that each county commissioner’s term must be concurrent with that of State representatives (two-year terms) as specified in Article IV, Section 3 of the Michigan Constitution; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 242 would amend Public Act 261 of 1966 to do the following:

· Specify that instead of terms concurrent with that of State representatives, a county commissioner’s term would be for four years, for each county commissioner elected at or after the November 2024 general election

· Specify that if a vacancy occurred in the office of a commissioner more than seven days before the nominating petition deadline for the general November election that was not the election in which a successor would be elected if there were no vacancy, the individual appointed would hold office only until a successor was elected at the next general November election

· Eliminate a provision prohibiting a person who has been convicted violating certain prohibitions related to a classified service examination from being eligible for appointment to the office of county commissioner for 20 years after conviction; and

WHEREAS, Michigan Public Act 263 of 1966 requires a county charter to provide, among other things, for the election of a county board of commissioners, whose term of office must be concurrent with that of State representatives; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 245 would amend Public Act 263 of 1966 to do the following:

· Specify that a requirement that members of a county board of commissioners serve terms concurrent with those of State representatives would apply only until December 31, 2024
· Specify that terms for members of a county board of commissioners would be as specified in Public Act 261, beginning January 1, 2025.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners do hereby support Senate Bills 242 and 245 and urge the Michigan House of Representatives to pass the bills.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall send copies of this resolution to the Governor of the State of Michigan, the Majority Leader for the Michigan Senate, the Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives, and Ingham County’s State Legislative delegation for their consideration and action.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  08/17/2021

